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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

PO Box 47600 * Olympia, WA 98504-7600 < 360-407-6000
711 for Washington Relay Service * Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

August 15,2012

The Honorable David Burnett
Chehalis Confederated Tribes
420 Howanut Road

Oakville, WA 98568

Dear Chairman Burnett:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our ﬁsh consurnptlon rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

e We w111 publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

o On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, Wthh will include an introduction

to the huma.n health criteria issues and process.

o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards,

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. : :

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Pohcy Forum Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In.
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government—to government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

7Y

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Natural Resources Director , |
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs






